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On the Cover: Michelle Robinson, an Aquatic Biologist
with the Massachusetts Department of Conservation
&Recreation’s Lakes and Ponds Program, uses a rope-
tethered plant rake to collect samples of aquatic plants.
The two plants snagged here — Fanwort and Variable
Milfoil — are common invasive species that have seri-
ously impacted ecological and recreational values on
many waters in Massachusetts. Boaters and anglers
must take steps to prevent the spread of these and
other invasive species. Photo by Bill Byrne
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